CHRISTIAN GROWTH KEYS

KEY NO. 17 – INVESTING YOUR LIFE IN STORING UP ETERNAL TREASURES
INTRODUCTION:
We have all been given one life in which we can make a difference in this world for eternity. As Christians we can stand on the many promises contained in God’s Word (2 Corinthians 1:20) and make a difference in the lives of many people. Jesus said to His disciples, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see you good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) With the many tragedies that we have seen of late and with so many people struggling in life we have a great opportunity in this life to bring a message of Hope to those around us. 

In a world which is full of temptations and challenges, is so important that we keep our mind set on things above and not on things on the earth (Colossians 3:1-2) and that we allow God’s plan for our life to unfold. If we are open and available to being used by God, He can cause our life to be a great blessing to many. In light of the temporary nature of this life here on earth, how important it is that we always live our life in the context of eternity. 

Jesus Himself said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

Our Christian walk is a marathon and not a sprint. Fulfilling our God given destiny is not so much where we end up at the end of our life, but what we do for eternity on the journey through life as we encourage and help others to come to Christ and grow in their own walk with the Lord. As we are faithful in the serving the Lord in the little things, God will give us progressively greater opportunities to impact the lives of others for eternity. Always doing everything unto the Lord is the key to not becoming discouraged when others do not appreciate what you do for them. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)

A sobering fact is that we will all one day give an account of our life to the Lord for the things that we have done in the body (2 Corinthians 5:9-10) and it will only be those things that we have done for eternity and out of a motivation of love that will stand the test of fire when we stand before the judgment seat of Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:13-15) However, as our labour for the Lord is never in vain (1 Corinthians 15:58) and as our Father in heaven honours all those who serve the Lord, (John 12:26) giving our best for the Lord should always be our highest priority in life. As we learn to live in this way we can help to see heaven populated and hell plundered as we continually live with eternity in mind. As believers we have been chosen and appointed by the Lord to bear fruit that will remain. (John 15:16)              I will now share seven thoughts that can help us to become more focused on living our life with eternity in mind.
1) WE ARE ALL UNIQUELY GIFTED TO FULFILL GOD’S PLAN FOR OUR LIFE
God has a unique plan for every believer’s life. (Ephesians 2:10) God also knows exactly what we need and the gifts that we require to fulfill His plan for our life. We must always avoid any tendency to want to compare ourselves with others as it is God who has given each believer a measure of faith and the gifts that they need to fulfill His plan for their life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.” (Romans 12:3) and “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us…” (Romans 12:6)
2) TRUE PURPOSE AND MEANING IN LIFE COMES FROM USING OUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS
We are most fulfilled in life when we are able to use our God given spiritual gifts. Serving the Lord and others with our spiritual gifts will always energise us and give us great contentment in life. The Apostle Paul said, “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:6-8) 
3) IT IS IMPORTANT TO KNOW AND FOLLOW GOD’S WILL AND PLAN FOR OUR LIFE (WE ALL HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST)
Knowing the will of God for our life and following His plan for our life is the key to living a life that is full of purpose and meaning. Life is full of choices so it is important to involve the Lord in all that we do in life. The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

Being in the right place at all times and doing what God has called us to do in life, will enable us to best use our God given gifts. Making right choices in life and being led by the Holy Spirit (John 16:13) helps us as believers to fulfill God’s plan and destiny for our life. If we allow the Lord to direct our steps in life we will: i) Help others to come to Christ, ii) Be able to encourage and bring hope to many, (a word in season for the weary) and iii) Help others to fulfill their God given destiny
4) THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A MOTIVATION OF LOVE IN ALL THAT WE DO FOR OTHERS
As Christians we have the ability to love others with the agape (unconditional) love of God. In the book of Romans the Apostle Paul wrote, “Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”  (Romans 5:5)  Compassion is a quality found only in God or those who love God. Our ability as believers to love others unconditionally makes us different to those in the world who do not know Christ. As we spend time with the Lord (abide in Him) we grow in our love and compassion for others. 

It is so important that all ministry and service for the Lord is motivated by love. Jesus said “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another” (John 13:35) The Bible also makes it clear that true love will always have a practical application as well. (James 1:27) (1 John 3:16-19) However the bible makes it clear that no matter what we do in life in service to others, if it is not motivated by love it profits us nothing. The Apostle Paul wrote, “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:3)
5) TRUE GREATNESS COMES FROM LIVING A LIFE CHARACTERISED BY SERVING OTHERS
In this world people often have a desire to be in control of their life and greatness is often associated with power and worldly influence. In a world which often encourages people to focus on themselves and meeting their own needs and wants, we as Christians can make a profound impact on the lives of those around us as we follow Christ’s example of being a humble servant.  Jesus Himself said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet is shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave - just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28)
6) THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING PLANTED IN A LOCAL CHURCH FELLOWSHIP (WE ALL NEED EACH OTHER)
To fully enter into all that God has planned for our life we need to be connected to the life of a healthy local church. We all need each other in the Body of Christ for encouragement and support (Hebrews 10:24-25) and to see God’s plan for our life worked out. God has a church home for all believers in which they can be encouraged and supported in their walk with the Lord. Like the members of the human body, every member (believer) in the body of Christ has an important function (or role) to play. God’s plan for our life will always be worked out in relationship with other believers. The Apostle Paul emphasised the importance of all Christians using their gifts in the Body of Christ, “from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself IN LOVE.” (Ephesians 4:16)

7) DEPENDING ON THE HOLY SPIRIT IN ALL THAT YOU DO FOR THE LORD (Ephesians 5:18) (Zechariah 4:6)
Just as Jesus depended on the Holy Spirit to perform His ministry here on earth (Luke 4:14) (Acts 10:38) all believers need to rely on the Holy Spirit to empower them to do all that God has called them to do in life. God’s strength is made perfect in our weakness. What God has planned for our life can never be done in our own strength and ability and will invariably always involve the need to take steps of faith. The Apostle Paul wrote, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)
